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October 3, 4, 5, 1947—~Madison, Wisconsin 


CALL TO THE CONVENTION — 


AS the close of the present Biennial period, we call our members to at- 
tend a National Convention in Madison, Wisconsin, Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday, October 3, 4, and 5, 1947. 


This Convention is held in a centrally located State, one which was first to ratify 
the Federal Suffrage Amendment. It was also the first State to adopt an Equal 
Rights bill after the National Woman’s Party began its work for the removal of dis- 
criminations under the law, following the suffrage victory. 


This Convention, first set for January 25-26, 1947, and then postponed due to 
circumstances with which our members are familiar, is now to be held, at the close 
of the term. of office of the present National Council members and Officers who were 
elected in October, 1945, 


When we meet in October, we meet knowing that a President of the United States, 
for the first time, has declared for the Equal Rights Amendment; that both the Re- 
ublican and Democratic parties came out for the Equal Rights Amendment in their 
ast national platforms; that the Judiciary Committee of both Houses of Congress 
gave their support to the Amendment in the last Congress; that over thirty State Gov- 
ernors have endorsed the Amendment; and that the Chairmen of both political parties 
have spoken in its behalf. The Amendment was voted on in the United States Senate 
on July 19, 1946, for the first time, receiving a majority vote. One hundred and two 
members joined in the introduction of the Amendment in the House in this first ses- 
sion of the present Congress, 


With the difficult war years and two post war years behind us, we must now con- 
solidate all the gains that have been made. With confidence we look forward to victory 
for the Equal Rights Amendment in the present Congress. Can one envisage a 
more splendid climax to the century of women’s’ work for equality, begun by the 
noble pioneers at Seneca Falls in 1848? 


Let us not miss the opportunity of this Convention to meet with one another, to 


‘exchange ideas, to plan the final steps in the present campaign for equal rights for 


women and to demand the immediate adoption of the Equal Rights Amendment. 


CONVENTION OFFICERS: Agnes E. Wells, Mich., Honorary Convention Chairman; Emma 
Guffey Miller, Pa.; Mabel EB. Griswold, Wis.; Convention Chairmen; Florence A. Armstrong, Ia. 
& Va.; Florence Brewer Boeckel, D. C.; Cecil Norton Broy, Va.; Aurelle Burnside, Ark.; Mary 
Sinclair Crawford, Cal.; Ruth Nelson Edelman, Wyo.; Chessie Forrest, N. C.; Myrtle B. Ham- 
mersmith, Wis.; Elsie M. Hill, Cal.; Marie M. Horton, Wyo.; Mary C. Kennedy, Ind.; Neenah 
H. Lessemann, Cal.; Grace Kay Long, N. Y.; Phoebe C. Munnecke, Mich.; Mary A. Murry, 
N. Y¥.; Gertrude Robbins, Ill.; Hazel Smith, Neb.; Helen Vanderberg, Iowa; R. Gussie Vickers, 
N. J.; Zaio Woodford, Mich, Vice Chairmen. : 


NATIONAL OFFICERS AND NATIONAL COUNCIL (Elected and Appointed Members of 
Council and former National Chairmen): Anita Pollitzer, S. C., National Chairman; Clara 
Snell Wolfe, Ohio, First Vice Chairman; Margaret C. Williams, Conn., Second Vice Chairman ; 
Marie Moore Forrest, D. C., Third Vice Chairman; Mabel E. Griswold, Wis., Secretary; Gladys 
Houston Greiner, Md., Treasurer; Ethel M. Adamson, N. J.; Nina Horton Avery,. Va.; Cecil 
Norton Broy, Va.; Lucretia Hayden Burwell, Cal.; Anne Carter, Texas; Mary Sinclair Crawford, 
Cal.; Elizabeth Forbes, Md.; Virginia Starr Freedom, Md.; Lucia Hanna Hadley, Ind.; Elsie 
Hill, Cal.; Miriam Y. Holden, N. Y.; Zelma Huxtable, Cal.; Alice Minor Kachadourian, Md. ; 
Florence Elizabeth Kennard, Md.; Grace Cook Kurz, N. Y.; Marion May, N. Y.; Emma Guffy 
Miller, Pa.; Alice Paul, N. J.; Evelyn K. Samras, Fia. ; Jane Norman Smith, Vt.; Alma Jane 
Speer, D. C.; Betty Gram Swing, Vt.; Amelia Himes Walker, Md:; Agnes EB. Wells, Ind.; Helen 
Hunt West, Fla.; Florence Laynor Wheatley, Md.; Naomi Wheeler, D. C.; Lacy Rice Winkler, Cal. 
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TEXT OF EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT 
“Equality of rights under the law shall not be denied or abridged 
by the United States or by any State on account of sex. 


“Congress and the several States shall have power, within their 
He ve jurisdictions, to enforce this article by appropriate legisla- 
on 


“This amendment shall take effect three years after the date of 
ratification.” 

Introduced in Senate February 21, 1947. 

Introduced in House January 9, 1947. 

Referred to Judiciary Committee in each House. 

At present before both sub-committees. 


A Word To The Republicans 


Notwithstanding the fact that the Republican plat- 
form of 1944 promised “submission by Congress to the 
States of an amendment to the Constitution providing 
for equal rights for men and women” ; notwithstanding 
the fact that the majority in the Senate Judiciary 
Committee is in favor of the Equal Rights Amendment, 
that 64 Senators (the required two-thirds vote for a 
constitutional amendment) have declared for the Equal 
Rights Amendment, the Republican leaders have so 
far ignored the demand of the women of the United 
States that they be given their guaranty of rights in 
the Constitution of the United States. 

We understand that Senator Taft, who opposed ac- 
tion on the Amendment in the Senate, is toying with 
the idea of running for President next election. 

Would the United States be interested in electing a 
President who refuses to grant equality under the law 
for men and women? 

Would the women of the United States be willing to 
vote for a man who has ignored their demands for the 
guaranty of their rights in the Constitution? 

We would think it wise to give some little attention 
to the woman vote, 51 percent of the population. 

Women are not satisfied with having equality estab- 
lished only in the Army, Navy and Marine Corps, as 
has-been done by Congress. They have asked for 
equality under the law in all respects, and that is what 
they want. They will be satisfied with nothing less. 

The Republican Party would be wise to heed the 
words of Carroll Reece, Chairman of the Republican 
National Committee, who said in May, 1946, 

“In my opinion. if our Party were in power, there 
would be no question of the immediate submission of 
the EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT.” 


Wisconsin Welcomes Convention 
Of National Woman’s Party 


The National Council of the National Woman's 
Party has accepted the invitation of the Wisconsin 
Society for the EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT, Wis- 
consin State branch of the National Woman’s Party to 
hold its National Convention in Madison, Wisconsin, 
and has set the dates of the Convention for October 
3, 4, and 5. 

The Wisconsin Branch feels that it is an honor to en- 
tertain this group of distinguished women who are 
seeking to complete the long struggle for legal equality 
of men and women, and quite fitting that they should 


come to the state which was the first to ratify the Suf- 
frage Amendment, and first after ratification to pass 


an EQUAL RIGHTS LAW. 


The Dome of the Capitol where these measures were 
enacted hovers over the building that will house the 
Convention. 


On the opposite hill stands Bascom Hall, early build- 
ing of the State University which carries on its front a 
plaque bearing the famous statement that has been 
called Wisconsin’s Magna Charta: 

“Whatever may be the limitations which tramme! 
inquiry elsewhere, we believe the great State Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin should ever encourage that continual 
and fearless shifting and winnowing by which the 
truth can be found.” The truth which Lucretia Mott 
accepted for authority. 


Our Capitol and our University—for many years 
they worked together in evolving a series of progres- 
sive measures for the liberalization of government un- 
til Wisconsin became known as a laboratory for politi- 
cal experiments. Many of these have now become the 
law of the land. 


Our state has a history that dates back almost to 
Plymouth Rock, for the first white man to view its 
lakes and rivers was the explorer, Jean Nicolet, who 
visited Green Bay in 16384. 

It remained a wilderness for many decades, but 
in the course of time sturdy men and women in great 
numbers were attracted by its forests, lakes, and 
praires, so that Wisconsin grew until it was admitted 
to statehood. That was in 1848—the same year that 
Lucretia Mott and Elizabeth Cady Stanton began their 
long struggle for equality, and in the constitution 
adopted that year, the state provided for the establish- 
ment of a state university which, by 1866, had buried 
its prejudice against “females” to the extent that 
women were then given the opportunity to follow a 
regular collegiate course. 

These are only a few gleanings from the history of 
the. state, but enough perhaps, to enable you to see 
that Wisconsin has a tradition of liberalism and jus- 
tice. We would like a closer acquaintance with the 
leaders of the equality movement and look forward to 
seeing you in Madison at Convention time. 


Signed, MABEL E. GRISWOLD 
Wisconsin State. Chairman and National Secretary. 


— 


Convention Headquarters 
Hotel Loraine, Madison, Wisconsin 


Send Convention communications to Miss Mabel EF. 
Griswold, 1158 Sherman Avenue, Madison 8, Wisconsin. 
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Prospects For Victory In The 


80th Congress 


By DoROTHY M. RUSSELL 
. Former Foreign Correspondent New York Herald Tribune and Associated Press 


The short and vigorous opening session of the 80th 
Congress came to an end on July 26, 1947, when Con- 
gress recessed. When this present Congress recon- 
venes in January, 1948, if not called into special ses- 
sion this autumn, Congress will have found its stride 
and become better seasoned to the drastic adjustments 
it has had to undergo due to its reorganization and to 
a change in party leadership after 14 years. 


The next session is expected to be one of accelerated 
activity auguring brighter prospects for the “unfin- 
ished business” laid aside for the congressional recess. 
Among the important measures to be acted upon in the 
next session is the Equal Rights Amendment. 


In the Senate, the Amendment is in the hands of 
the Judiciary Subcommittee, composed of Senator 
Chapman Revercomb, Republican, of West Virginia, 
and Senator Pat McCarran, Democrat, of Nevada. The 
Chairman of the full Judiciary Committee is Senator 
Alexander Wiley, Republican, of Wisconsin. 

During the closing days of the session, the writer, 
in her capacity as a newspaperwoman, asked Senator 
Wiley why the Equal Rights Amendment had not yet 
been reported out of his Committee to the floor of the 
Senate. “The pressure of legislation during this first 
short session was so heavy,” he said, “that we were 
unable to give the necessary time to the Amendment. 
It is my strong hope, however, that when Congress 
reconvenes, the Amendment will have speedy consider- 


ation by the Judiciary Committee and that it will be © 


sent to the floor of the Senate, with a large favorable 
majority.” 

Senator Kenneth S. Wherry of Nebraska, Republi- 
can Whip in the Senate, gave me his fervent assur- 
ance of prompt action on the Amendment, once it 
reaches the floor of the Senate. He said, “The Equal 
Rights Amendment should be reported out of the Judi- 
clary Committee early in the next session and placed 
on the calendar so as to have the full consideration of 
the Senate. I am all for it and for its passage. I was 
one of its sponsors in the last Congress.” é 

Senator Irving M. Ives, Republican, of New York, 
who was a member of the New York Legislature when 
that body memorialized Congress to pass the Equal 
Rights Amendment, told me that he could be quoted 
as reaffirming his support of the principle of equality 
of the sexes. He expressed warm approval of any 
rT desired by women that would raise their 
status. 

Recalling that submission by Congress to the States 
of an Equal Rights Amendment was a plank in the 
Republican Platform in 1944, Senator John W. Bricker 
of Ohio declared on the closing day of the session that 
now, as always, he stood by the platform and would 
support the Equal Rights Amendment. 

Potent support by other Senate leaders would seem 
to assure the Amendment of an overwhelming major- 
ity in the Senate. Enough Senate votes, in fact, are 
now pledged to pass the measure on the floor of the 
Senate, even though not every Senator be present. 
Senator Arthur H. Vandenburg, Republican, of Michi- 
gan, President: pro tem of the Senate; Senator Albert 
W. Hawkes, Republican, of New Jersey, member of the 
Republican Policy Committee; Senator Homer Fer- 
guson, Republican, of Michigan, also a member of the 


Republican Policy Committee; Senator Alben W. Bark- 
ley, Democrat, of Kentucky, leader of the Senate Mi- 
i Senator Arthur Capper, Republican, of Kan- 
sas, Chief Sponsor of the Amendment in this Congress ; 
Senator William Langer, Republican, of North Dakota, 
whose State Legislature memorialized Congress on 
February 28, 1947, to pass the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment; Senator Pat McCarran, Democrat, of Nevada, 
former Chairman of the Judiciary Committee and now 
ranking Minority member ; Senator Kenneth McKellar, 
Democrat, of Tennessee, President pro tem of the Sen- 
ate in the last Congress; Senator Carl A. Hatch, Dem- 
ocrat, of New Mexico, who presented the favorable 
report from the Judiciary Committee in the last Sen- 
ate; and Senator Joseph C. O’Mahoney, Democrat, of 
Wyoming, former member of the Senate Judiciary 
Committee, are a few of the staunch supporters in the 
Upper Chamber. 


In the House of Representatives, the Amendment 


_ was introduced in the first session of the 80th Congress 


by Representative John M. Robsion, Republican, of 
Kentucky, joined by Representative Fadjo Cravens, 
Democrat, of Arkansas, and one hundred other spon- 
sors. It is now before the Judiciary Sub-committee, of 
which Representative Robsion is Chairman. 


The women members of Congress are becoming in- 
creasingly active in support of the Amendment. In 
particular, should be mentioned Representatives Kath- 
erine St. George, Republican, of New York, who as- 
sured me of her deep interest, and Mrs. Edith Nourse 
Rogers, Republican, of Massachusetts, both of whom 
are on the list of Sponsors, and Mrs. Margaret Chase 
Smith, Republican, of Maine. 

Speaker of the House, Joseph W. Martin, has long 
been a supporter. “I am for the Amendment, absolute- 
ly and unqualifiedly,” he said recently. 


It was apparent to me after talking to many Legis- 
lators on Capitol Hill, that the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment has now passed out of the propaganda stage and 
has entered into the active political stage, from which, 
I believe, women have a right to expect an early 
victory. I spent several years in Europe as a jour- 
nalist and have known more about the progress of 
the woman movement abroad than here at home. It 
was a surprise to me on resuming work as a jour- 
nalist here to see the change in atmosphere in Congress 
with regard to the Amendment. I find that Senators 
and Representatives seem to regard its passage as 
assured. They do not discuss whether the Amendment 
will be passed; their only question seems to be, when 
it will be passed. I congratulate the-women who have 
brought the campaign so close to victory. 


Equality In The Armed Services 


On July 23, the “Women’s Armed Services Integra- 
tion Act of 1947” was passed by the U. S. Senate. 
Under the terms of this Act the Women’s Army Corps 
becomes part of the Regular Army, and the enlistment 
and appointment of women in the Regular Navy and 
Marine Corps, and the Naval and Marine Corps Re- 
serve is authorized. Thus Congress grants equality to 
women in the armed services, while continuing to with- 
hold it from All Women. 
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Senator Capper, Kans. (left), chief sponsor 
of the Equal Rights Amendment in the 
Senate, and Representative Robsion, Ky., 
chief sponsor in the House, with Anita Pol- 
litzer, National Chairman, National Wo- 
man’s Party, in the garden of Alva Belmont 
House. 


* * 


ALVA BELMONT HOUSE was 
the scene of a double celebration on 
July 16. Officers and members of 
the National Woman’s Party en- 
tertained for the one hundred and 
fourteen sponsors of the Equal 
Rights Amendment in the Ejight- 
ieth Congress, and at the same 
time celebrated the ninety-ninth 
anniversary of the first Equal 
Rights Meeting at Seneca Falls, 
N. Y. 


Not since pre-war days has the 
garden looked so festive, with col- 
ored lights strung under the great 
elm, hurricane-shaded candles on 
the long refreshment tables against 
the shrubbery, and the Little Sym- 
phony of the U.S. Air Forces Band 
playing on the balcony. 


About three hundred guests, in- 
cluding many Congressmen and 
their wives, greeted the National 
Officers and the two chief sponsors 
of the Equal Rights Amendment, 


Congressional Sponsors Of 
Amendment Honored At 


Senator Capper and Representa- 
tive Robsion, in the receiving line, 
and then moved across the grass 
toward the punch bowls and coffee 
urn, greeting friends and express- 
ing their admiration of the scene. 


Later they heard Senator Cap- 
per say, in a forceful, optimistic 
speech, “J earnestly hope that while 
I am your sponsor, that as a repre- 
sentative of Kansas I may be able 
to bring this campaign to a vic- 
torious conclusion. I regard the 
Equal Rights Amendment as one 
of fundamental importance to the 
American people. ... You have a 
measure that is worthy of support 
and I am pleased to be here under 
such favorable circumstances... . 
We will stay with this bill until 
we win.” 


Representative Robsion, chief 


‘sponsor in the House and ranking 


member of the House Judiciary 
Committee, spoke eloquently on the 
justice of the Amendment, saying 
“. . . There can be equal justice 
under law for men and women only 
if there is equality in the laws 
themselves. There are many gross 
discriminations still existing in the 
laws of several states. State laws 


may differ, but no state in our land 


should discriminate on the grounds 
of sex.” 


Discussing the work of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party for the pass- 
age of the Amendment, Represent- 
ative Robsion said that the prog- 
ress made toward final passage 
was due largely to the members of 
the Party and those associated 
with them in pushing for its sub- 
mission to the states. He pointed 
out that in 1941 there were only 
three sponsors for the measure in 
the House, while today there are 
one hundred and two. “With these 
one hundred and two,” he said, 
“and Senator Capper and his co- 
sponsors in the Senate, we will 
rejoice in triumph.” 

Miss Anita Pollitzer, National 
Chairman, spoke with optimism 
of the attitude of the present Con- 
gress toward the passage of the 


Amendment. Declaring that lead- 
ers are putting their strength back 
of the measure, she listed a group 
in the majority party who are 
for it, including Senator Arthur 
Vandenburg, president pro tem of 
of the Senate; Speaker Joseph W. 
Martin, Chairman Wiley of the 
Senate Judiciary Committee, Sen- 
ator Wherry, the majority whip; 
Representative Halleck, House ma- 
jority leader, and Carroll Reece, 
chairman of the Republican Na- 
tional Committee. 


She reminded the audience that 
Democratic leaders such as Sena- 
tor Alben Barkley of Kentucky, 
Senator Joseph O’Mahoney of Wy- 
oming and Senator Hatch of New 
Mexico were also among the 
Amendment’s strong supporters. 


Miss Pollitzer pointed out that 
the 1944 platforms of both major 
parties promised submission of the 
Amendment to the states, that the 
Governors of more than thirty 
states had endorsed it, and that 
two State Legislatures had memo- 
rialized Congress in its favor. 

Recalling that ninety-nine years 
ago that week at Seneca Falls, N. 
Y., women had declared for “equal 
rights for men and women under 
the law in all respects,” she point- 
ed out that only “one year remains 
in which to establish within a cen- 
tury the great objectives first enun- 
ciated by the pioneers—the prin- 
ciple of equal rights.” 

Alice Paul, founder of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party, leader in 
the fight for the passage of the 
Woman’s Suffrage Amendment in 
1921, and now Chairman of the 
World Woman’s Party, was paid 
high tribute by all the speakers of 
the evening. 

Alternating with the speakers 
was music by the Little Symphony 
of the U. S. Air Forces Band, un- 
der the skilled leadership of Major 
George S. Howard. Baritone solo- 
ist, M/Sgt. Abrasha Robofsky, 
was enthusiastically applauded for 
superb rendition of operatic and 
popular songs. 
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Equal Rights 
Garden Party 


A few of the guests and officers of the 
National Woman’s Party at the re- 
ception in the garden of Alva Bel- 
mont House: 


Front row, left to right: Mrs. Lucia Hanna 
Hadley, Ind., Vice-Chairman of Committee 
on Reception for Sponsors, Past Chairman 
District Branch, NWP, and Member Nation- 
al Council, NWP; Mrs. Mary Murray, N. Y., 
Chairman, Industrial Council, NWP, and 
Member National Council, NWP; Senator 
Arthur Capper, Kans., Chief Sponsor of 
Equal Rights Amendment in the U. S. Sen- 
ate; Mrs. E. H. Hedrick, W. Va.; Mrs. Cecil 
Norton Broy, Va., Chairman, Committee on 
Sponsors’ Reception, and National Political 
Chairman, NWP; Miss Anne Carter, Texas, 
Editor of Equal Rights Magazine, official 
organ NWP. Second row, left to right: Rep. 
Thomas L. Owens, IIl., Mrs. Owens; Mrs. 
Hagen, Rep. Harold C. Hagen, Minn.; Mrs. 
Della Vincenti, Md.; Rep. E. H. Hedrick, 
W. Va.; Mrs. Virginia Starr Freedom, Md., 
National Publicity Chairman; Mrs. William 
A. Dawson, Rep. Dawson, Utah; Mrs. Harry 
Kachadourian, Member National Council 
NWP; Mrs. Amelia Himes Walker, Md., 
National Lobby Chairman; Mr. Elie C. Ed- 
son, New York City. 


Front row, left to right: Miss Anita Pollitzer, 
S. C. and New York City, National Chair- 
man, National Woman’s Party; Mrs. Clara 
Snell Wolfe, O., National 1st Vice-Chairman, 
Ohio State Chairman; Mrs. Lloyd Williams, 
Conn., National 2nd Vice-Chairman; Miss 
Mabel E, Griswold, Wis., National Secretary, 
and Wisconsin State Chairman. Second row, 
left to right: Representative William A. Daw- 
son, Utah; Representative E. T. Miller, Md.; 
Mrs. Nina Horton Avery, Va., Southeast 
Regional Chairman and 3rd Vice-Chairman 
of Business and Professional Women’s Clubs; 
Representative Gordon LL. McDonough, 
Calif.; Miss Alice Paul, N. J., Founder and 
Past National Chairman, NWP, Chairman 
World Woman’s Party; Representative John 
Marshall Robsion, Ky., Chief Sponsor of 
Equal Rights Amendment in U. S. House of 
Representatives; Miss Gladys Houston Grei- 
ner, Md., National Treasurer, National Wo- 
man’s Party, 


* 


Chairman of the committee for 
this memorable occasion was Cecil 
Norton Broy of Virginia, National 
Political Chairman and member of 
the National Council. Vice-chair- 
man was Lucia Hanna Hadley of 
Indiana. Mrs. Hadley, a member 
of the National Council, presided 
throughout the evening, after the 
opening remarks by Mrs. Broy. 
Others on the committee for the 


sponsors’ reception were: Eliza- 
beth Forbes, Maryland; Henrietta 
Thornhill, District of Columbia; 
Golder Norton Kimmel, District of 
Columbia. 

Other committees whose work 


contributed greatly to the success 
of the evening were: 


House Committee: Grace Heacock 
of Virginia, Emma Brown of 
Wisconsin. 


Registration Committee: Dorothy 
Halloran, California, and Lor- 
raine Munger, Virginia. 

Publicity Committee: Virginia 
Starr, Maryland, and Rose Sil- 
verman, Maryland. 

Refreshment Committees Clara 
Dodge, Ohio, and Anne Norton 
Broy, Virginia. 

Flower Committee: Dora Ogle, 
Maryland, and Evelyn Samras, 
Florida. 
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| Toward World Equality 


By MAMIE L. MIZEN 
Member Wyoming Committee, National Woman's Party 


One December day in 1890 a great stretch of West- 
ern prairie and mountain and rushing rivers, of little 
towns separated by great distances, of sturdy pioneer 
stock that had carved its own brand of living out of 
the stern land, came into the Union as a new state. 
The admission of a state was no new thing. But there 
was something new about this one. For it was Wyom- 
ing, the first Equal Suffrage state, and it had come 
into the Union with full suffrage for women—the 
first State ever to do so. : 


This historic event put heart into the women who 
had worked with patience and burning hope since the 
pioneer leaders began the struggle for equal rights in 
1848 at Seneca Falls. It was a little of the dream of 
these leaders which had come true. It was the first 
breach in the wall. 


The early dauntless workers for women’s rights 
knew that there would be others, and still others. And 
there were. But not enough to give all American women 
the full citizenship possessed by the women living in 
Wyoming. 

Then, in 1913, came the far-seeing women of the 
National Woman’s’ Party. They took their place in 
the forefront of the struggle. They were not many, 
and they were not able to give their vision to all of 
their cohorts. But they knew what they must do. They 
must conquer a nation with an idea. 


As this handful of women had gone about the coun- 
try, they had become convinced that it would take a 
long time before all the states would grant suffrage to 
their women. There was but one way, to establish na- 
tion-wide suffrage through an amendment to the Na- 
tional Constitution. Then by unending, patient effort, 
enough of the states must be won so that ratification 
would be possible. The strong, full-matured states 


would thus lift the others so that all the women of this — 


America would receive their ballots as a sacred right. 


It was a bitter struggle. Worst of all, there were 
women in the suffrage movement itself, many of them, 
most of them, in fact, who offered stubborn opposition. 
They believed in the “bit by bit” method. They shrank 
from the bold, sweeping attack. They were afraid to 
risk the trial. But the few of the Woman’s Party were 
not. They went on. And they won, And for twenty- 
seven years now all women have enjoyed the reward 
of their valor. Their idea has worked. By winning the 
great victory, all the little encounters have been won. 
And American women have heartened the women of all 
the world to keep on fighting for equal rights in every 
phase of living. 


Now the Women’s Party faces the same problem on 
a vaster scale. Our women here, women in some other 
countries, such as the Scandinavian, have achieved 


much, are moving forward. Other countries have even 
outstripped us in some particular fields. But it is not 
enough. Two world wars have taught us that there is 
only one world. We should have known it—it is a law 
that is older than the universe, this law that says in- 
exorably that all are one, that “you cannot pluck a 
flower without trembling a star.” 


So the same women have caught the larger vision. 
And they have set out to capture a world with an idea. 
They have already succeeded in having written into the 
Charter of the United Nations the ringing words “the 
equal rights of men and women.” And at the moment 
you are reading this, Alice Paul and other members 
of the World Woman’s Party, are fighting step by step 
to have included in the Declaration of Human Rights, 
which will be the second great document of the United 
Nations, a definitive and inescapable clause affirming 
the complete equality of the sexes. 


We who have grown up under a system which guar- 
antees us at least the fundamental rights of ownership 
of our own persons, of opportunity to live and study 
and marry at will, may think that the drafting of that 
Declaration would be a simple process. It is not. I sat 
there at Lake Success in a conference room of the 
United Nations, as a representative of the World 
Woman’s Party, and heard and saw the work being 
done. There at the great oval table, with the trans- 
lators carrying every word into the earphones which 
permitted us to hear all proceedings in the language 
of our choice, patiently, that Declaration was being 
written. The inclusion of the idea of complete equality 
for women in that Declaration means a real victory, 
a victory of patience, diplomacy and tact. And these 
women of the World Woman’s Party are winning this 
victory for all women now. 


They know that the lesson that has been learned 
here in the United States, that the greater can lift 
the smaller, must now be applied to the whole world. 
These nations that have the vision of equality for 
women must work together to bring all others to the 
light. As long as women anywhere are debased or dis- 
criminated against or weak, just so long will women 
everywhere fail to achieve full stature. 


Yesterday, a nation. Today, a world. That is the flow 
of the tide of progress. The Woman’s Party is still in 
the vanguard. Thinking in world terms will keep it 
there. 


“Article IX: National Convention” 
(Constitution and By-Laws, National Woman’s Party) 


“A National Convention shall be held biennially, the 
—_ and place to be determined by the National Coun- 
cil, 

“The voting body at the National Convention shall 
consist of the members of the National Council, Chair- 
men of State Organizations belonging to this organi- 
zation, Chairmen of Standing Committees, Chairmen 
of the Occupational Councils, Founder, Life Members, 
Sustainers, Endowers and delegates from State organ- 
izations, each State organization to be entitled to one 
delegate for every twenty-five members, whose names 
and addresses have been sent to headquarters.” 
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National Chairman Visits 
Cities In Middle West 


In preparation for the coming Convention of the 
National Woman’s Party, Anita Pollitzer, National 
Chairman, visited Madison, Wisconsin, as the guest of 
Miss Mabel Griswold, National Secretary of the Party 
and her sisters. While there she addressed a forum 
meeting held at the Esther Vilas Hall of the YWCA 
and Radioed on the Equal Rights Amendment over 
Madison’s two stations. 


With Miss Griswold she went to Milwaukee. There 
Mrs. Paul Walter Hammersmith entertained for her at 
a delightful lunch at the Athenaeum. The guests were 
club Presidents of Milwaukee and political leaders. The 
luncheon gathering resolved itself into an informal, 
spirited forum on the Equal Rights Amendment. 


Other cities visited by Miss Pollitzer were Chicago, 
where she conferred with Mrs. Charles Robbins, Lli- 
nois State Chairman, and other state leaders; and 
Omaha, where she was a guest of Mrs. Sidney M. 
Smith, Nebraska Chairman of the Woman’s Party, 
who is also Secretary of the Omaha Planning Com- 
mission. | 

While there she was entertained at a luncheon 
sponsored by the Omaha Branch of the National Wom- 
an’s Party, arranged by Mrs. Smith and Mrs. Walter 
Plummer, Omaha division chairman. The full schedule 
which Mrs. Smith had arranged for Miss Pollitzer in- 
cluded two radio broadcasts, in both of which Miss 
Pollitzer and Mrs. Smith were interviewed by the 
Stations. 


With Mrs. Smith, she motored to Council Bluffs, 
Iowa, and as the guest of the Council Bluffs’ Business 
and Professional Women’s Club, spoke at their de- 


lightful, well attended supper meeting held at Avoca, — 


Iowa. At the close of her address, unanimous support 
for the Equal Rights Amendment was expressed, and 
telegrams and letters were sent to Iowa’s Congres- 
sional delegation, favorable to the Amendment, ask- 
ing them to press for action. The response to equal 
co 5 this trip has produced added strength for 
the work. 


New Chairman of Finance Committee Appointed 


We are happy to announce that Mrs. Florence Lay- 
nor Wheatley of Baltimore has accepted the posi- 
tion of National Finance Chairman of the National 
Woman’s Party. 

Mrs. Wheatley, a lawyer and past president of the 
Woman’s Bar Association of Baltimore, is Assistant 
to the General Counsel of the Farm Credit Adminis- 
tration in Baltimore, a position she has held since 1935. 


Feminist First 
Col. Florence A. Blanchfield, Superintendent of 
Army nurses, recently became the first fully commis- 
sioned women in the regular Army under provisions 
of a recently enacted law. Formerly, Army nurses 
held only relative rank. 
The Ohio State Nurses’ Association has endorsed 


the amendment and done much for equality in their 
state, 


fig 


A Voice From The Past 


Sends Help For The Future 


Carmel, California, 
‘ July 15, 1947. 
Dear Mrs. Ogle: 

I am so anxious to hear about the National Woman’s 
Party convention. I used to live in Darlington, Wis- 
consin, Lafayette County, and so often think I am a 
long way from home. 


My father, H. H. Gray, was greatly interested in 
the early day work of woman’s rights. Susan B. 
Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton came to our 
house to ask my father to introduce our cause before 
the Legislature of our state as he was a very good 
talker and helped pass many causes he knew were 
right. 

I have tried to write the story of woman’s rights 
as it came to me in my early days. I am ninety-one 
and it comes to me clearly how I went to Madison with 
Father and Mother, my aunt, Adaline Deker, who lived 
in Milwaukee, and Judge and Mrs. Lyon. They were 
Republicans and we of the Democratic Party. Gabe 
Bonck was Speaker of the House. He was a German 
with a loud, very loud voice. General Lucius Fairchild, 
his wife and daughter, about my age, are the ones I 
remember best. 


It was arranged that Judge Lyon should take the 
chair. Henry Gray, my father, introduced the plan, 
and when they voted, Gabe Bonck of the loud voice, 
shouted NO. He was behind me and I jumped out of 
my chair, and as a child would, began to laugh. Mrs. 
Fairchild whispered to my mother wouldn’t it be a 
good plan for the two little girls to go out and play on 
the Capitol lawn, and so I lost a good story. But I 
shall always remember that beautiful, square park in 
the center of Madison, and that the seed of equal rights 
was sown in Wisconsin at that time. 


I have been so anxious to remember each event cor- 
rectly, but when I came to Carmel, I sent my father’s 
books to the Wisconsin State Library and I don’t re- 
member all the dates. 


I am enclosing five dollars for the cause we all love, 
and I know that even just a little helps. 


We are enjoying warm weather but the nights are 
cool, and sleep comes easily, though I always protest 
why do we sleep when there is so much to enjoy? 


Yours sincerely, 
ADELINE D. GRAY. 


The Weaker Sex? 


Speaking of “woman’s intuition” in a recent issue of 
the Ladies Home Journal, Struthers Burt said: 


“It isn’t intuition; it’s superlative common sense 
and direct thinking, all the big, unmeaning words elim- 
inated. Men form committees; women go right to the 
point. They become confused only when, because of 
their training, they listen too much to men. I’’d like to 
see more women in politics, in business and everything 
else. They are rational, practical, and usually do what 
they say they are going to do.” | 
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Convention Committees 
Appointed by National Council 


CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE: Mrs. Leslie Black, Chair- 
man; Miss Gladys Greiner, Treasurer; Miss Mabel 
E. Griswold, Secretary—with power to add. 


NOMINATING COMMITTEE: Mrs. Amelia Himes Walker, 
Chairman; Miss Mary Kennedy, Mrs. Harry Kacha- 
dourian, Mrs. Mabel Van Dyke Baer, Mrs. Lucia 
Hanna Hadley. 


Appeal for Funds 


To All Members and Friends 
of the National Woman’s Party, 


Greetings, 

You will see from the Call to our Biennial Conven- 
tion on page one, the remarkable progress made recent- 
ly by the Equal Rights Amendment. This has been 


achieved by the selfless work of our members through- 


out the United States who are giving their lives, their 
time, their personal fortunes, that equality of rights 
for women may prevail. | 


The campaign for the Equal Rights Amendment. 


seems to have reached the very brink of victory. As a 
result, the opposition have become more active than 
ever before. They have introduced a counter measure 
in Congress—just as they did when the Suffrage 
Amendment was at the point of adoption. Also, an 
attempt has been made to divide the supporters out- 
side of Congress. But in spite of unprecedented attacks, 
in Congress and out, the National Woman’s Party has 
gone forward without faltering, and victory seems 
close at hand. 


To enable us to carry on the fight we now make a 
heart-felt appeal for contributions from all members 
and friends. Will not each of you send in the attached 
pledge at once? Your gift will be announced at the 
Biennial Convention in October, as a part of the con- 
tribution from your State to the cause of freedom 
for women, 

Sincerely, 


FLORENCE LAYTON WHEATLEY, 
Finance Chairman. 
GLADYS HOUSTON GREINER, 


144 B St. N. E., Washington 2, D. C. 


Treasurer. 

NATIONAL WOMAN’S PARTY ' 
Object: To Raise the Status of Women. : 
I contribute 
I pledge 
Address 
Mail to: NATIONAL WOMAN’S ParTY, 


News From The States 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


At a meeting on July 19 the District of Columbia Branch elected 
the following officers: Chairman, Mrs. Mabel Van Dyke Baer 
lst Vice Chairman, Mrs. Evelyn Samras; 2nd Vice Chairman, 
Miss Cornelia Carter; Secretary-Treasurer, Naomi Wheeler; 


‘Recording Secretary, Mrs. Clara Dodge; Assistant to Treasurer, 


Mrs. Claire Wadden. A constitution for the Branch was read 
and adopted. 


CALIFORNIA 


Mrs. Lucy Rice Winkler of Los Angeles was one of the 
speakers on a radio program in celebration of the 99th An- 
niversary of Seneca Falls Day. It was broadcast over the Amer- 
ican Network from Washington’s Station WMAL, July 14, The 
speakers on this program were Senator Arthur Capper of 
Kansas, Chief Sponsor of the Equa} Rights Amendment in the 
United States Senate, and Anita Pollitzer, National Chairman 
of the National Woman’s Party. 

A member of the National Council of the National Women’s’ 
Party, Mrs. Winkler stopped in Washington for the Council 
meeting of July 13. 

Mrs, Winkler, who has been active in the Equality cause for 
many years, is a teacher in the high schools of Los Angeles and 
Southwest Regional Chairman of the National Woman’s Party. 
In 1932, as a member of the National Education Association, 
she was mainly instrumental in setting up an equal opportuni- 
ty committee within this organization, the object of which was 

e adoption by the National Education Association of a 
resolution declaring for the equal rights of men and women. 
During the 12-year period in which this Committee strove for 
the attainment of its goal, Mrs. Winkler was many times a 
delegate to the national conventions of the N. E. A. where she 
worked indefatigably for the adoption of such a resolution. 

It was not, however, until 1944 that the work of the Com- 
mittee was awarded. But in that year the National Convention 
held in Pittsburgh, passed unanimously a resolution presented 
by Mrs. Winkler, putting the N. E. A. on record as endorsing 
an Equal Rights Amendment to the United States Constitu- 
tion. 


OHIO 


Vigorous objection to the Taft-Wadsworth bill concerning the 
economic and civil status of women was recorded Saturday by 
the Ohio Branch of the National Women’s Party in a resolution. 

Representatives from various sections of the state expressed 
strong preference for an equal rights amendment rather than 
the bill sponsored by Sen. Robert A Taft of Ohio and Congress- 
man Wadsworth of New York, 

“We do not want the protective patronage of Senator Taft 
of Ohio or Congressman Wodsworth of New York,” said Mrs. 


Ernestine Breisch Powell, former editor-in-chief of the official 


journal of the National Association of Woman Lawyers. “What 
we want is the passage of the Equal Rights Amendment, which 
has been indorsed by 32 national organizations.” 

Mrs. Clara Snell Wolfe, chairman of the Ohio Branch and 
first vice chairman of the Party’s national organization, read 
a similar resolution passed by the New York Federation of 
Women’s Republican Clubs which expressed “serious concern” 
over a measure “retrogressive for women.” 

Also an advocate of the equal-rights amendment “which would 
give women equality under the law” was Mrs. Eleanor Smith, 
a widow who drove a taxicab during the war. 

“Before the war and since, I have done so-called women’s 
work to support myself and my child,” she said, “I have found 
the so-called men’s work easier, pleasanter and better paying. 

“This Taft-Wadsworth Bill,”’ she declared, “stresses physi- 
cal and biological differences between men and women and 50 
offers an excuse to shut women out of occupations in which 
they are perfectly able to work.” 


Another Discrimination In The Making 


S. 1679, a National Insurance Act,” was introduced in the 
Senate on July 21, It provides, among other things that wome! 
should qualify for retirement, survivors and other benefits at 
60 years of age instead of at 65., as at present for both me! 
and women. If 60 is the best age for retirement why not let me?, 
too, have the privilege of receiving insurance benefits at sixty’ 
Why subject women who need to continue working, to pressure 
to retire at an age earlier than that at which men retire? This 
bill, if passed, would add another discriminatory law to the 
thousands now on the statute books of the states. It would ad- 
versely affect many millions of earning women who are and 
will be in the future covered by social security. Women of the 
Nation may well give this bill the most serious consideration be 
fore it is acted on at next session of Congress. 
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